Francis harrison 
the black sheep of the family?
Francis Harrison was born in Warkworth, Northumberland in 1853 or 1854.  He was the fourth of seven children of John Harrison and his wife Agnes (nee Richardson).  John was a watch and clock maker, the son of Francis Harrison, a Hexham clock and watch maker.  Agnes was the daughter of a sheriff’s officer from Dumfries.  Their third child, Thomas, had some type of disability and was recorded in the census returns as an imbecile.
In about 1868 the family moved from Warkworth to Morpeth, Northumberland and continued their watch and clock making business in premises in Newgate Street.  In the 1861 census Francis was aged 17 and was living with his parents and siblings and was working as a watchmaker.  By 1871 the two eldest sons, William and John, had left home while Francis remained at home with his elder, disabled brother Thomas and his younger siblings Harry, Charles and Annie.   In 1875, aged only 50, John Harrison died leaving Agnes to continue the business and bring up three teenage children and a disabled son.
About two or three years later Francis tried to set up in business as a watchmaker in Amble - a village about 16 miles from Morpeth.  But things did not go well!  The Newcastle Courant reported on 25 July 1879 that:
Francis Harrison was committed to take his trial at the next Quarter Sessions for the county for stealing a watch value £5, the property of James Douglas of Field House, at Amble on the 14th January last: and also for stealing a watch value of £5 10s, the property of George Hall of Rothbury, at Rothbury on the 17th October 1878.  Bail being asked for, the magistrate agreed to accept two good sureties in £200 each.   The prisoner belongs to Morpeth but has been in business as a watchmaker at Amble and some months ago he closed his shop and left the place. he had received the watches to repair and put in order, and they have never since been forthcoming, notwithstanding repeated applications; and it would appear from a statement he made in court that he must have pawned them.  The prisoner, in pressing to have bail accepted, said he would guarantee that he would get the watches back within three weeks if he were at liberty; but if he were not bailed out, many of the watches would have their time run out in a month and would be irrecoverable.
But it seems that he was not bailed as his case was again reported in the Courant on 17th October 1879:

Francis Harrison (25), watchmaker, pleaded guilty to having stolen a watch and chain, the property of George Hall, on October 17, 1878, at the parish of Rothbury; and he also pleaded guilty to stealing a watch and chain, the property of James Douglas, on January 8, at the parish of Warkworth.  The prisoner, who had been in custody since July 19th, was sentenced to 6 months imprisonment.

However, it did seem that in later in life Francis may have mended his ways.  In the 1881 census he was living as a lodger in Morpeth and working as a watchmaker.  His eldest brother William was already dead.  His older brother John was married with four young children, working as a guard on the railway and living in Deptford in Kent.  His younger brother Harry was working as a draper’s assistant in Gateshead.   His mother was running the family business and living with the remaining siblings Charles, Thomas and Annie in Cottingwood Lane, Morpeth.  It is sad that Francis was not living with them and was maybe the only one who was not ‘respectable’.  We cannot know if he was on good terms with the family or whether the relationship had broken down as a result of his misdemeanour.  

A decade later in 1891 it seemed that things were looking up for Francis.  He was living in Newcastle, working as a watchmaker and was described as married.  His wife, Patience Duffey, probably a widow, already had three children.  Their youngest child was a son Francis, aged three, who it is assumed was the child of the relationship.  In the 1891 census they were living together as a family.
Sadly that relationship did not seem to last and maybe never was a marriage.  By the 1901 census Patience was living with her youngest Duffey son and had reverted to calling herself Duffey.  A Frank Harrison, described as born in Morpeth and with a son Frank, was living in Leazes Park Road in Newcastle.  The father was working as a draper and commercial traveller.  We cannot be certain that this was Francis and his son.  However, Francis’s brother Harry was by then running a successful drapers business in Gateshead so maybe Francis had become Frank and was he working for his brother.
We cannot know what hardship the family may have been experiencing in 1878.  It was just two or three years after the death of Francis’s father John Harrison.  His mother was trying to continue the clock and watch making business but had three children and a disabled son, Thomas, to support.  Might that situation have driven the young Francis into a rash business venture that ended up with him behind bars?  One cannot help concluding that Francis did not have a happy life.
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