earliest origins
DNA tests have identified the origins of the male Grant ancestors and the female Harrison ancestors.  The results of these tests mean that it is no surprise that the first recorded history of these family lines is from Scotland, Ireland and the English / Scottish borders.

The results are based on tests of:

· the male Y-chromosome of Davidson Nairn Grant that has been passed, for generations, from father to son; and

· the female mitochondrial DNA of Margaret Harrison that has been passed, for generations, from mother to daughter.

The Harrison line

As this is actually about the female ancestors of Margaret Harrison it is, strictly speaking, about the Walkers, Dougals, Buchanans, Fiskens, Kerses and so on!  Be that as it may, what the mitochondrial DNA shows is that the female line almost certainly had Celtic origins.

The Iron Age is the age of the "Celt" in Britain. Over the 500 or so years leading up to the first Roman invasion a Celtic culture established itself throughout the British Isles. They gradually infiltrated Britain between about 500 and 100 B.C.  -  a group of peoples loosely tied by similar language, religion, and cultural expression. The concept of a "Celtic" people is a modern interpretation of history - the “Celts” were warring tribes who would not have seen themselves as one people. They were not centrally governed and were quite as happy to fight each other as any non-Celt. They were also the people who brought iron working to the British Isles.

But the Roman invasion of Britain had a devastating impact on the Celts.  Roman occupation of what is now England and Wales led to a loss of Celtic language and culture in the East of the island. But they persisted in the far North and West - among the 'barbarians' of Caledonia (Northern Scotland), while Ireland was never invaded by Rome at all.

As the Roman Empire began to decay in the third and fourth century AD, the remnants of the free Celts moved onto the offensive. In Caledonia, a new confederation, the Picts, appeared. These threatened the Roman frontier, while Irish sea-raiders, known as 'Scotti', raided the Western coasts, as Angles and Saxons were raiding the East.

The Grant line

The DNA test suggests that the Grant line is probably descended from Norse Vikings.  The Y-chromosome belongs to a group that is found frequently in Orkney, Shetland, the Outer Hebrides and Iceland - areas that are known to have been settled by Norse Vikings.

The Viking Age began in Britain when the Vikings from Norway attacked the monastery at Lindisfarne off the Northumbria coast in 793 AD and was followed by an attack on St Columba’s Church on Iona two yeas later.  These events marked the beginning of a turbulent period of Viking influence that lasted until the fifteenth century. During that time the Vikings ruled large areas of Scotland and Ireland.
During that time alliances, sealed by marriage, were formed between the Norse and the native Celts.  The male Grant ancestor almost certainly came from Norway but the mother of his children may have been either Celtic or Norse.

By the 12th century the Norse were driven out of the West of Scotland and the Hebrides and their control finally ended in 1472 when Orkney and Shetland reverted to Scottish sovereignty.
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